
 Hello Everyone.  I must thank Peter Hunt, if he is here for his opening talk yes-

terday, not just for his talk but for being British.  Because in this country unless the idea 

comes from a Britisher or an American, it’s difficult to find support.  I’m in Singapore 

for first year on a sabbatical from IIT, Bombay, I had a chance to attend some confer-

ences addressing the issue of education.  So there was this global challenge, preparing 

our students for the 21st century, lead- empower – equip, there is another one, impact of 

social media, opportunities, threats and potentials.  Opportunity is one of those words 

which like technology, which now means computers, opportunity means opportunities 

to make money.  So there are strategies and technologies for institutionalized educa-

tional management.  This is a big problem, all higher institutionalized systems are 

facing.  The students are not interested to go to class anymore and how to manage and 

keep them in the class.  So all these technologies, WebCT, Blackboard, outcome based 

academic and finally a modern model for what could be a very good way of doing.  So 

in the center is AOD, they make these acronyms to make things sound very specialized, 

which means Asynchronous Online Discussions which will be supported by lectures, 

which will be done by reading material, face to face discussion, reflection log in what 

you write about, what you read and projects.  I  think it’s not so difficult to find out that 
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lectures, reading material, you can find on your own.  Reflections you can do on your 

own and why would you want face to face interaction with someone you want to avoid 

at all costs.  So at the core just remains Asynchronous Online Discussions.  This means 

on you own without synchronizing with anybody just start on the internet.  This is the 

core or future of education.  There is another conference, Asian festival for children’s 

content, I attended it last year, and this wonderful opportunity  opens now because of 

the digital world.  So whole lot of sessions, digital rights, e publishing, selling picture 

books to young readers.  How to write children’s books for sale to film makers, Dressed 

for Success: designing bookstores that sell.  The Best sellers: how children’s books are 

distributed and sold.  And you cannot help thinking that children exist because you 

can sell things to them and make a lot of money.  In all of these conferences, discussing 

so seriously, the best experts from the world, they were neither students present nor any 

children present ever.  Because all learning, for a very long time now is controlled by 

adults.  Children for some reason have been branded as children and we treat them as 

children.  Their world is defined according to this brand perception.  A great deal of this 

is how children behave and what they like.  So it is a world full of primary colors, play-

grounds which look like this, dresses which look like this, because all the effort should 

be made to treat children like children.  So their playrooms, their spaces, their toys, the 

special sections in bookshops, children’s books.  And they are books defined to create 

imagery for children, we have a very great collection of people who define the children’s 

world and make these all books.  They also decide what makes a good children’s book.  

They also decide what’s imagery and then they make marketing plans, the children 

don’t buy books, their parents buy books, so all of this addressed to the parents.  And 

so the success stories get created.  This also is the idea of contentment for children and 

there are many contentment devices that are created.  The idea at the base of this, if 

children though they exist and they are nice, if they will just leave us alone, we can 

do our work uninterrupted.  So they should be kept occupied and content.  So they are 

pacifiers, they are lollipops and there is junk food.  And huge muscle goes to convince, 

just go and you will love the experience.  The fundamental point we are to consider, 

the children’s imagery and drawings which we admire so much, they appear childlike 

because children have not yet developed the skills to draw or the skills to write.  And 

because of these under developed skills, when somebody writes like this, it looks like 

childlike writing and nobody takes it seriously except to pick up ideas when you want to 

make a cover when it looks childlike.  So you do calligraphy for children.  Gijubhai said, 

‘lets understand the child is a complete human being, he has intellect, feelings, mind and un-



derstanding. He has likes and dislikes.  Let’s understand the wishes of a child.  Let’s understand 

the feelings of a child.  The child is small and innocent.  For our ego let us not belittle the child, 

for our pride let’s not insult the child.  We think we know, and they should remain children.  So 

let’s not do this.  The child’s body maybe small, but the child’s soul is great.  The child’s body 

grows.  The child’s capabilities grow.  But the soul is complete.  Let us respect that soul.  With 

our wrong ways and manners. Let us not corrupt and darken the pure soul of the child’.  

 By giving children tools which don’t require these skills to draw and write where 

the adult points and clicks and the child points and clicks, where the adult speaks and 

the child speaks, we see the expressive, creative and the communicative abilities of the 

child.  The child which has to be bribed into doing homework, writes pages and pages 

of deep text about his experience if he gets the means to write.  The child words is not 

bunny rabbits or whatever but all kinds of children have all kinds of imagery going on.  

This child wants to make Transformable Robotic Vehicle that, this child is 6 years old 

and he describes and develops when he gets the chance to do this because his school 

books don’t do this.   ‘Animal facts, my brain is like an elephant, my nails are like tiger claws, 

my speed is like jaguar, I can hide like cat, I like water like fish, and I jump like kangaroo.’  

The same child, finding it so difficult, can on his own on the internet find out which 

are the fastest cars in the world and make this list from different sources and which are 

the fastest trains.  When he draws, he wants to make a rocket and he draws, given the 

components to assemble, and the imagery comes out like this.  Give him components to 

imagine and the imagery turns completely in all kinds of directions.  These are images 

very difficult to create when you are controlled.  So all kind of fantastic beautiful things 

happen.  With all kinds of capabilities, because this is free uncontrolled, vision of the 

child.  Given a camera and his imagination explodes.  He practices and works with 

motions.  He takes pictures, he composes, he recomposes, he arranges, he documents, 

he finds nice things, he conducts experiments, this is a special effect to get the moon 

from the ceiling light, this is a different perspective, look at another point of view and 

you create imagery.  Which records what you see as you see.  So, all these new possibili-

ties for enabling tools which let you do with the maximum ease, image making tools, 

writing tools, audio and recording tools, collaborating and sharing tools, publishing 

tools.  They free the world of children’s creativity, then they could do whatever they 

want in their own way.  And this is what, it’s believed we are entering a creative and 

knowledged society.  This is what the goal should be.  This does not require neither a 

lot of money because many of the things are in place, just a person’s determination.  



Arvind Gupta sitting alone makes a video for 2 hours about making a tie, it’s put up 

and immediately it’s shared by everybody in the world.  There are no distribution costs, 

there is no printing cost.  We developed as part of a VC project here a new education 

system to help realize right of education.  The question always is asked, when you talk 

of things like this, children don’t have black board, what technology are you talking 

about, where do they get computers, where do they get whatever.  So there are 2 issues, 

very positive issues, because I have worked in taking technology which enables people 

and enables them without any cost.  So one development, very positive development 

is Government of India is committed to this.  So there is a vision, mission and quality 

goal, an environment to create an ICT knowledgeable community and to do everything 

and as part of the plan to roll out and implement all government and government 

aided primary schools upto 2004, a complete ICT infrastructure.  This is what govern-

ment promises.  Government is not efficient and we can always worry whether this will 

happen but there is too much money riding there, this is 5000 crores if you want to 

do it all over India.  And there are many people just waiting to jump in and they will 

push because it means buying things and unless we take steps, unless we get involved 

in this great liberating possibility, where people’s money is committed to creating infra-

structure, enabling infrastructure for children, we can make a change.  Second positive 

one, for independent government support 80 crores mobile phones exist in India.  All 

of which have all the capabilities I described.  Mostly schools ban them but so many 

possibilities and it’s not so difficult to lay down the plan to put everything, the entire 

infrastructure which makes possible the dream of Dr. Samant, free and quality and 

creative education for all the children.  It’s an opportunity we should not miss.  Thank 

you very much.


